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Argues a Position Based on Reasoning &
Evidence

Employs a Structure
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Uses effective and logical reasoning,
supported and elaborated on through the links
to the resolution of the author’s lawsuit and a
summary of Tinker v. Des Moines. The
account, as told, values the right to freedom of
expression both for the writer and her
classmates.

Presents a
chronological
narrative
organization,
interspersed with
internal dialogue,
that effectively
develops the
argument that
students should
understand their First
Amendment rights.

Thoughtfully synthesizes and links the details
of her personal story, connecting it to first
amendment issues, to support her position
that students need to understand their rights.
(“By dinner time, I wasn’t just upset, I was
angry. I knew my rights. I knew there was
nothing wrong with my shirt. But I also knew if
I wore it again, I could get suspended for
willful defiance.”).
Acknowledges that freedom of expression
may make others uncomfortable, but argues
discomfort alone can not restrict students’
First Amendment rights. This brief
acknowledgment is appropriate to the
purpose of raising awareness about rights, but
more thorough analysis and countering may
be necessary if she were writing for a different
audience. For example a speech to the school
board, for the right to wear her shirt. Or to
grapple with the question of if there could

Includes a strong and
purposeful opening
opening, “It all started
with a t-shirt,” that
leads into the
narrative about how
she and her family
came to sue the
school district. The
conclusion effectively
establishes the
significance of her
case and strengthens
the call for “others to
stand up for what you
believe in. Even if

Because the primary
purpose of this piece is to
raise awareness about
students’ first
amendment rights, the
writing is not assessed
for the
reasonableness/feasibilit
y thread.
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ever be any restriction on what a student’s
t-shirt might say.

what you believe in is
controversial.”
Uses narrative
elements to link
personal experience
with important public,
democratic values,
creating cohesion and
a consistent flow of
ideas.

